prayers at the church whenever called on gave them the character of the 
mostmost devoted and exemplary members of the church in all that country. 
I refer particularly to the four Miss Carter's; Sabra, Cassie, Nancy and 
Susan. Others in the same community were entitled no doubt to equal 
eulogies with these and I do not mean to draw any invidious distinctions, 
put refer to these as example of female piety. 

These young sisters were continually model young Christians such 
as are rarely seen especially in this daye Two of them I believe still 
remain, and the other two gone the way of all the earth and no doubt 
gone to heaven. But while these and many others have passed away, others 
have risen up and taken their places. "God may, and does often, destroy 
the workmen, but still carry on the work" 

It would be I presume, a useless task, one that could not now be 
performed, to form any correct estimate of the number of persons who 
have embraced religion at that Camp Grounds For I suppose their name 

is "Legion™. Some may have made ship wreck of the faith and turned like 
the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire, yet hundreds no 
doubt have proved faithful and some long since gone to their reward; 
while others are still here labouring, toiling and watching to be ready 
to go and join those who are gone before. "The little leven" that was 
put in the three measures of meal leavened the whole lump. So the seeds 
of grace scattered here in the hearts of many have permeated and diffused 
itself to such an extent, so as not only to save the souls of its recipients 
put have been diffused and scattered in other communities so that the 
fruits and effects of the sowing the seed of the Kingdom at Salem, may 
be seen and will finally be gathered in distant fields, where it has been 
deposited by these upon whose hearts it was first sown at old Salem. 
Witness the many young men who were converted there and have gone forth 
as ministers of the Gospel, scattering the good seed from east to west, 
north to south. Besides these, look at the numbers who have filled lower 
offices in the church, such as class leaders, local preachers, exhorters, 
stewards and Sunday School Superintendants, who in their sphere, are as 
important in doing the great work of evangelizing and Christianizing the 
world as those who occupy a higher position in the work. From these 
various sowers, and working agencies, what may we expect, at the Great 
Harvest? When God shall come to gather into the Heavenly Garner the 
sheaves of the Kingdom? They will come from the east, from the west, 
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from the north and from the south saying we went forth sowing in tears, 
but we return bringing many sheaves with us. And, O, will not the good 
people of Salem and throughout south eastern Mississippi come up there 
for a share in that great Harvest. God grant that you and I may be there 
and receive a welcome to the banquet of our blessed Lord. 

Having now given an extended account of our church privileges, and 
sources of social intercourse and enjoyments, I must now return to our 
Red Creek home and note, some of few items of domestic improvement and 
educational facilities. Our farm was opened gradually every year until 
finally we had for that country a respectable place. Improvements were 
added annually, as we got able to do the necessary work, so that ina 
few years we made provisions sufficient for home consumption. The two 
or three first years were the most labourous and hard ones in making 
a living, but our stock of cattle and hogs done well, increased rapidly, 
and by the sale of beef cattle and some pork every year, taking to market 
putter, chickens, eggs, peltry, venison hams, wild turkeys occasionally 
killed in the woods, by which means many of the luxuries and necessities 
of life were supplied. Our labour force likewise increased. Brother 
William and Daniel, who were small, and not large enough to do heavy work 
when we first settled there, yet of considerable help even then; in clear— 
ing off the rubbish, piling brush, making fence, attending the stock &c 
and making themselves useful in many ways, grew up and soon became efficient 
hands in any and every kind of manual labour necessary to be done; and, 
finally, before Father and Mother's deaths were the dependants of the 
family. 

The first school we had in this neighborhood was taught by an 
Irishman named Donaho; a near sighted man, whose school continued only 
for three months. Father and Mr. Holder were the only patrons. He was 
a good scholar and a good teacher and taught at a house one and a half 
miles from us which had been built by a man by the name of McDuffee who 
(if I do not mistake) married Miss Nancy Holland. This man did not 
settle this place, and afterwards died. This place was afterwards 
occupied by old Bro. Jesse Graves, to whom allusion has already been 
made. And here at this place a Camp Meeting was held in 1831 when 
Bro. James Applewhite was on the circuit, and Bro. James Millard was 
the Presiding Elder. 
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The next school was taught by Samuel W. Francis at the half way 
school house between Bro. Holders and Fathers to which also allusion 
has been made, as answering the double purpose of school house and 
church, Mr. Francis was a fine teacher, a Virginian, taught here six 
months, gave us all a fine start, advanced his pupils rapidly; a fine 
scribe and under his instructions I learned to write. After this school 
was out, he moved to Thomas Bilbo'’s on the river and taught there for 
some time. My father sent me to him six months more and boarded me 
with him. He had now married Miss Rebecca Longino. Before this however 
Pather sent Bro. Andrew and me to Mr. Berry on the river, not far from 
Brewer's Bluff (now Dwire's) and boarded us with a James Bradley. Here 
we associated with the boys and girls of a thickly settled neighborhood 
viz the Moungers, Carters, Brewers, Rodgers and others. This school 
however was like the most of the schools in that day a three months 
school. From what I can now recollect, I don't think we derived much 
profit from the little instructions we received here. 

The next school in our neighborhood was taught by the writer of 
these sketches. Having had some better advantages in point of education 
than any member of Fathers family, and having advanced, in some of the 
English branches beyond any of my age in the community, and especially 
by my twelve months with Mr. Francis, it was insisted upon my taking the 
school there for a time at least, so I reluctantly consented. A new 
school house was soon put up, not far from Holders Ferry on Red Creek 
so as to put it in reach of Ezekiel Cowarts on the north side of the 
creek. So the time of opening was announced; the young inexperienced 
teacher was on hand at the time appointed; took a list of the pupils 
who presented themselves at this new institution of learning when he 
found that there were four from Cowart's, five from Holders and four 
from Fathers, the majority larger and some older than myself — young 
men and young ladies grown. My heart beat faster than usual, the 
responsibility was heavy, I really dreaded the undertaking. To manage 
and control this school was a matter of no little concern, being my 
own school mates, play mates, brothers and sisters, besides the fear of 
insubordination to my authority, rendered the situation anything but 
pleasant, But having taken hold nothing remained for me now but to 
make the trial and go ahead. I assumed command, put them to work, and 
very soon the scare was off, and I had a pleasant time, with some few 
exceptions. All appeared to labour and study to improve, and were 
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generally submissive and obedient to my authority. This being my first, 
I contracted rather a taste for teaching and followed it for several 
years afterwards at intervals. 

- Other Schools which I and Brother Andrew Attended - 

My opportunities were somewhat superior to any other member of the 
family. Bro. Andrew went to a Nr. John James who taught in Greene 
County near Leakesville, in the neighborhood of McRaes and Martins, to 
which community I have already referred. James was an Irishman and fine 
teacher and afterwards he taught in Washington County, Alabama in the 
neighborhood of William Godfreys, here brother Andrew went to him another 
session. JI had the advantages of one session with Mr. Norman McLeod who 
taught at Thomas Bilbos and subsequently, in 1829, I spent a few months 
in school on the Bay at John McRaes where I sutdied more correctly English 
Grammar, bookkeeping and geography under the tuition of a Mr. Morrison, 
an excellent teacher; and after I left this school took a school and 
taught several months, in Thomas Bilbo's neighborhood. Previous to 
this, and before I went to this last school, and afterward, I taught 
several schools in different portions of the country. One more in 
Father's neighborhood, two in the neighborhood of Thomas Evans; one in 
Mr. Denmark and Dale community; one in Copiah County, and the last one 
I ever taught was in 1830 and 31 for Judge John and Peter Fairley. By 
pursuing this course of teaching I improved my little education as much 
as if I had been taught in school, and also would make a little to aid 
me in the last two sohools I have mentioned. 

Father had a small legacy left him by his Father who died in 
Bedford County, Tennessee. He empowered brother Andrew and sent him 
after it; but when he got there had some difficulty in getting it from 
the Executor or Administrator, and rather than stay there and be 
compelled to wait on expenses; compromised by taking a part in horses 
and a part in money; fifty dollars of which proved to be counterfiet 
which he entirely lost. The two horses he brought home turned out 


well. 


Note: The preceeding part of this sketch was written during the summer 
of 1879. The following commencing on the next page, summer of 1880 
most part in the month of August. 
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Editor's Notes: 


Page 61 - Mr. Donaho, school teacher. Unidentifed. There were no 
Donaho families listed on the Jackson County, MS census during this 
time. The only families by that surname in Mississippi in 1820 are 
-in Pike and Jefferson counties. 


Page 61 - a man named McDuffie. Probably Allen McDuffey who is a 
young man age 16-26 in 1820 with a wife age 10-16. Allen McDuffey 
does not show up again on the Mississippi Census and is gone by 
the 1825 State Census. However, the widow Agnes McDuffie does 
appear in the 1825 State Census. 


Page 61 - Miss Nancy Holland = Nancy Agnes Holland daughter of 
Charles Holland, Revolutionary Soldier, and his wife Sarah Hughes. 
After the death of Allen McDuffey she married John Richard Byrd, 
This information from the Obituary of John Richard Byrd written 

by Je He Hollarnd and appearing in the March 11, 1186 issue of 

the New Orleans Christian Advocate and the March 19, 1886 issue 

of the Pascagoula Democrat Star, and Holland information supplied 
by Don Davis, 5013 Magnolia St., Moss Point, MS 39563 

Page 62 — Samuel W. Francis married Rebecca Longino who is probably 


a sister of John Thomas Longino, Jr. who married A. C. Ramsgy's sister. 
The Longino family appears on the census of Lawrence County in 1820. 


Page 62 - Mr. Berry — possibly David Berry who came to Mississippi 
with the Fairleys. 


Page 62 = Families mentioned attending school at Mr. Berry's on the 
river. See previous notes on these families. 


Page 63 — Mr. John James, Greene County, MS and Washington County, 

AL — Johnathan James listed on the 1811 Tax Roll of Washington 
County, MoT. The James family was found early at the Choctaw Trading 
Post; St. Stephens, MoT. (AL) and migrated into Greene County, MS. 
Oldest member of this family Phillip James, Sr. 

Page 63 — William Godfrey of Washington County, AL. William 
Godfrey first appears on the 1813 Tax Roll of Washington County, MT. 
as owning 271 acres on Hickory Level which was purchased from the 
U.S. Government. He had 20 slaves. 

Page 63 — on the Bay at John McRaes — John McRae is buried south of 
Gautier, MS in Jackson Cowmty.. He died in 1835. 

Page 63 — Mr. Morrison. The only Morrison found in Jackson County, 
MS at this time period is John D. Morrison. 

Page 63 — Norman McLeod from North Carolina lived in Greene County, MS 
jn the southern part. He was born ca 1800 and married Millicent R. 
Dantzler. Norman McLeod had a son Rufus who married Elizabeth Ramsey 
and a son Calvin He who married Susan Ramsey. 


1825 

Marriage of my sister Ann. 

This event occured August the 4th 1825, when she formed an alliance 
with John R. Longino of Lawrence County, Mississippi. A gentleman of 
fine moral habits and their union was a happy one. They settled on 
Crooked Creek in said county, where they resided until 1827 when they 
removed and settled near us on Red Creek, where they remained until after 
Father's death, And then went back to Lawrence and spent their lives 
there, raising a large family of children who are now in that country 
at and around the old homestead and doing wells respectable and useful 
citizens and members of the Baptist Church mostly. Their oldest son 
moved to Missouri, the only one of the eleven children outside of Lawrence 
County who are alive. Augustus died during the war, John T. was killed 
at Franklin, fennessee. 

Brother and sister Longino were both members of the Methodist 
Chruch wile they lived near us on Red Creek and for several years 
after they returned to Lawrence; but being cut off almost entirely from 
church pirvileges in that communion, and being surrounded by and associated 
mostly with large churches, and communities of the Baptist denomination, 
they united with that church, and lived and died acceptable members 
thereof testifying at the last their readiness to depart. 

In the fall of 1825 after sisters marriage and settlement in 
Lawrence I visited them in search of a school, whcih I obtained in 
Copiah County, in the neighborhood of Isaac Ryan, Soloman Dearman and 
John McCraney on Long Creek four miles north of Gallatin, the county site 
of said county. Here I taught unti the Spring of 1826 when I desired 
to return home; but having sold my horse, I at first saw no way to 
accomplish it, without buying another. But fortunately or unfortunately 
for me (as the sequal will show) Mre John Be Short, had come to that 
county from near my Father's neighborhood, riding an Indian pony and 
wished to send it back and offered me the poney, provided I would deliver 
him to his friends at home; to which I readily consented, got ready and 
started. At the end of the first days travel, I was at my bortherwin- 
laws in Lawrence, where I intended to spend a few days; and having that 
day crossed the Pearl River, where the Indian trail crosses from the 
Six Towns (Choctaw nation) to Natchez and where no doubt the pony had 


been before, and knew it, gave me trouble. 


Being fine grazing around where my brother in law lived, I turned 
him out footloose with his horses. In the evening he was missing, byt 
being shod on the fore feet, which was uncommon there, I started in pur 
suit tracked him back to where I crossed the river. He took the trail 
a straight chute for Six Towns, his old home no doubt. I pursued him 
into Simpson County where I lost his tract and finally gave up the chase 
and returned. Now what to do, I did not know; about a hundred miles from 
home, young and scarry; not much money and the man's pony gone to the 
Indians, who would conceal him if pursued and found; and I would have to 
pay for him. These reflections rendered my situation unpleasant and 
annoying, but as the Psalmist says "Mourning may endure for the night, 
but joy comethin in the morning." And so it turned out. 

I hired myself to work in the farm with James Kirby, who kept the 
ferry on the river where I and the pony corssed; the first and only time 
I ever hired to do manual labour. Indians were crossing there almost 
daily going to or from Natchez, and I now became the principal ferryman 
and by the suggestion of Mr. Kirby, I hired several Indians to look up 
and bring the pony, but had but little confidence in their ever returning 
the horse provided they found him. The last one I contracted with was 
a good looking old fellow, better dressed than any of the others. I 
described the horse by taking him to the stable and pointing out by another 
horse all the marks of the pony, particularly his shoes. “Yea me find 
him", “me fetch in half moon," two weeks. How much you charge me? Four 
dollar; all right Bobashila, Chickamawfand. I give you four dollars. So 
we parted, and at the end of two weeks, to my surprise, and great gratifi-~ 
cation the honest old Indian brought me my horse; fat and sleek as a mole; 
had walked and led him by a rope the entire way. You may well imagine 
my feelings now. I offered him paper money, but nau! nau! was his reply 
wanted silver. Had to go off a mile to ask Brooks to get the change, who 
kept the whiskey to sell; got the silver and a bottle of whiskey for the 
good old fellow; and in the mean time Mrs. Kirby had given him an old dog 
that she wanted to get rid of, and when I paid him off and gave him the 
liquor, he took a dram and drank to our health, I suppose, in Choctaw 
language; got his dinner and left the happiest man I have seen for years 
bidding us all good by, shaking our hands, and saying "Bobashila! Bobashila! 
Chickamawfana " & co 

A short time after this my mother and brother Andrew came up to 
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Lawrence on a visit to sisters and brother Andrew took the pony back to 
Mr. Short, and I got rid of him,much to the joy of my heart. 

I then returned home with them, and the fall of that year 1826 I 
attended the Camp Meeting at Salem Camp, where I have never regretted. 
And now after fifty four years have passed by, I can but thank God that 
I, then and there, gave my heart and since, consecrated my life to His 
service, 

In 1826 as stated elsewhere Elijah Be McKay travelled our circuit, 
Leaf River. In 1827 John G. Lee and 1828 Samuel Walker. 

But by some conflicting arrangements, our little church was, for 
awhile, left out, or for want of time could not be attended particularly 
in 1827 by Brother Lee, who had an appointment on Black Creek at Mr. 

Zean Wilsons, but gave us his services once or twice at night, at Bro. 
Holder's house. This temporary arrangement was over come the next year 

by Bro. Walker who preached regularly at our School House on Little Creek 
once every four weeks, in 1828, In 1829, we were blessed with the services 
of Bro. Isaac V. Enocks who like those who preceeded him, was acceptable, 
prompt, and useful, a good preacher, and energetic in acquiring knowledge. 
If my memory serves me correctly, he was then either learning or reviewing 
English Grammar. Being with him frequently, he and I had several pleasant 
moments looking into old Murray, who was at that day and time, the standard 
on English Grammar. 7 

One incident occured, while accompanying him from our neighborhood 
to his next appointment at Bilbo's church, and I think it was on his 
first round on the circuit; at any rate it was winter and a very cold day. 
When we got to Black Creek at Lewis Parker's ferry as it was called, where 
every man was his own ferryman, and required to leave the ferry boat or 
flat on one side and the skiff or batteau on the other, so that none coming 
or going either way would be disappointed in getting one or the other, 
but on this occasion some one had disregarded the rule, and both were on_ 
the opposite side and the creek was swollen and the weather cold. The 
preacher anxious to get to his appointment that day about five miles 
distant, and now completely cut off. In casing about, I told him if we 
could make a raft that would bear me up, and launch it some distance above 
the ferry, I thought I could so steer it as to strike the opposite bank 
some where so that I could get to the flat. This struck his fancy, only 


was afraid I might fail, or take cramp, or make me sick. I told him I 
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was a good swimmer and if I got off I could swim out &c. So we went 
to work, found several light pine logs fallen recently, broken up into 
proper lengths, looked around and got grapevines and tied vines enough, 
and very soon had our craft ‘in launching order. I was about shucking my- 
self, divesting all my clothing, had already put the raft in and would 
soon have made the trial in home made navigation, when lo! and behold! 
we heard some one hallo at the ferry where the flat was. This was a 
relief to us both and particularly to me. It proved to be Mr. John 
McRae who lived at the bay, and was returning home from a trip up the 
country and had to come that way to get across Black Creek. Hence I 
regarded this as a Providence, and the preacher filled his appointment. 

My brother Andrew was married this year, July 2d to Miss Nancy Holder 
and settled a new place about one mile from brother Holders and at which 
place Daniel Walker, now 1880, lives. Here he remained for a few years 
and then moved about four miles south on the main road leading to the 
coast, where he done well; but had the misfortune to lose his wife, who 
had borne him five children. He subsequently married Miss Caroline Evans 
who before his death was the mother of thirteen children. 

He represented his county in the Legislature one or two terms and 
one in the Senate, and also filled the office of Judge of Probate for 
one term, probably more. , 

His family of children increasing so rapidly, and growing up, and 
school facilities being so meager, in that thinly populated country, and 
entertaining an ambition to educate his children, he removed to Greene 
County to Salem High School where he intended to remain until his older 
children, at least, had the advantage of an education, but alas! God om 
dered it otherwise. He took the typhoid fever and died and was buried 
there by the Masonic Fraternity, of which order he was a member. In 1830 
he and his wife hoth joined the Methodist E. Church and lived and died in 
that church. Three of his sons were lost in the war. Alfred by disease. 
Abiezer who commanded a company was killed at Atlanta. Daniel was killed 
at Franklin Tennessee in the battle. The remaining 15 are still living. 
In 1830 the Leaf River circuit was left by the conference without a 
preacher, to be supplied, which was done by a Bro. Parker, a bachelor, 
an ordinary preacher, but a good man, and done all he could to build up 
and strengthen the church, but no marked success followed. 
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During this year I had to attend (1830) as a witness for the State against 
Thomas Bilbo, for an assault and battery, on the person of Wyatt Dupree, 
his son-in-law, and which occured the year before at Bilbo's house, while 
I was engaged there teaching school. The causes of the affray were such 
that it was considered by the jury almost justifiable; and therefore im- 
posed on the defendant a mere nominal fine of five dollars only. 

It may not be amiss to give here some of the circumstances of this 
tragical scene, for certainly it was a scene of that character. Mr. 
Dupree had married Maj. Bilbo's second daughter, Jane, who at that time 
had borne him one child; and had lived on the Major's place for some 


time after their marriage; during which he had debauched the eldest daughter, 


Nancy, sister of his wife; and who had that year 1829 given birth to a 
child. In the mean time Dupree had moved to Greene County, the neighbor. 
hood of his father. When I first went there to take charge of my school, 
Miss Nancy was there in the family; but I could but notice, in her move- 
ments, and associations that something was wrong; and soon after was sent 
off to W. R. Bilbo, the Major's brother, who subsequently divulged the 
whole affair to me. Some little time after this, Dupree and his wife, 
paid the Major a visit, came there on Friday morning and it was supposed, 
intended to stay until after Sunday. Friday evening however, he went 
to W. R. Bilbos, I suppose to ascertain the true condition of affairs, 
came back, and Saturday morning went home, giving as an excuse, that he 
wished to attend church at home on Sunday, as their pastor would preach 
there that day. Dupree was a member of the church, and I believe class 
leader. He did attend and withdrew from the church on that day, which he 
ought to have done long before this. 

Some time after this, Dupree, wife and child came down to the Majors 
and halloed at the ferry to get across. Major Bilbo's place was on a 
high, beautifyl, elevated bluff and a ferry kept at the river, about one 
quarter of a mile from his house; sufficiently near to hear the signal 
of persons wishing to cross over. The Major heard the signal, and through 
a negro he learned that it was Wyatt Dupree and family. He, accordingly, 
dispatched a negro man to ferry him over while he was making arrangements 
for his reception, which consisted in gathering together his fire arms, 
sword cane & c and placing them in one room where they would be hidden 
from the eye of Dupree, whom he invited into the other room. The house 
consisted of two rooms with a passage between. My school house was situa-~ 


ted about one quarter of a mile from the residence at the south side of 
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an old fieid which had not been cultivated for a long time, exc 
tion west of the path leading to the school house, but did not obstruct 
my view of the house; could discern plainly persons or objects moving about 
at the house, also the portion of the field in cultivation. On this partic- 
ular morning, I saw Maj. Bilbo walking very hurriedly up the school path, 
crossed over the fence where he had several hands picking peas; very soon 
returned followed by two negro men, Ned and Ben. Jack was at the house 
and who had been sent to ferry over Dupree and family. Soon after this 

I heard the report of a gun, which from the sound appeared to be in the 
house. I asked his sons, Joseph and William “what that meant"?, they 
replied "they supposed father had shot a hawk". In a very short time I 
saw a little negro coming at full speed, crying out "Master had shot 

Mass Wyatt". This alarming news could but fill us all with consternation 
and not wishing to witness the scene, I did not go. ‘Neither did William. 
Joseph went and directly another messenger from the Major himself, saying 
“dismiss school and come immediately", which I did. 

On arriving at the place, I was met by Mrs. Bilbo in the yard, per~ 
fectly frantic, ringing her hands and in deep distress. "Well¥ says she, 
"wetve had a battle" and commenced giving me the details, but remarked 
"go in and you will learn all about it". And so I did and such a scene 
I had never witnessed before. Dupree was tied hard and fast, the cords 
binding his hands were passed around and under his legs; he seated in a 
low chair, his wife by his side, the lower part of one ear nearly cut 
off by a severe punch of the muzzle of an old double barrel shot gun; 
the blood running from his ear and Jo Bilbo standing by guarding him 
with a double shot gun. Outside of the house on a blanket, lay Ned, one 
of the negroes brought from the pea field, shot through the chest with 
a load of buckshot, groaning and in a dying condition. Jo, the guard, 
remarked to me, "If he (Dupree)moved a step he would shoot him." [ 
told him to put up his gun, I thought there had been shooting enoungh 
done. Dupree remarked "I am not going to move, I couldn't if I wanted 
to, and would not if I could". Previous to this as he told me afterwards, 
he had fears of their taking his life, but said after you got there those 
fears left me, and I never was more rejoiced to see you come, 

The Major commenced giving me in detail the circumstances of the 
case, when Dupree stopped him, and gave his account of it. From both of 
whom, I learned the following facts. Dupree did not intend to stop, but 
when he rode up to the gate, intending to leave his wife and child, and 
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change horses as he was going down the river to see Mr. Devise, a mill 
wright, to get him to work on his father's mill. Maj. Bilbo met them and 
insisted so strongly on Dupree’s stopping and going in that he, Dupree, 
finally yielded to his earnest solicitations, thinking it true friendship 
and respect, that prompted the manifested the anxiety on the part of the 
Major. So into the house they went, the Major leading the way with the 
child in his arms. When they entered the house, they were conducted into 
the Major's room, chairs were placed for them, not far from the door, the 
Major stepped out and placed two negro men in the passage, one on each 
side of the door to catch Dupree if he should attempt to escape and to 
assist in confining him; whereupon the Major approached the door with a 
double shot gun cocked, and remarked, "now you rascal, if you move I will 
shoot you or blow your brains out." 

Dupree being very irritable and withall sprightly sprang at the door, 
and being left handed knocked the gun with his left hand which fired and 
emptied the whole load into the chest of poor Ned. And still pursuing 
and following up his attack, backed the Major across the passage into the 
door of the other room, which when he entered, and Dupree reaching after 
him with his left hand, his head turned to the right, the Major gave 
him such a severe punch with the muzzle of the gun, which came in contact 
with his ear and that side of the head that it knocked him down, and so 
stunned him, as to lose the power of resistance any further, whereupon 
Bilbo and his negroes tied him and had him bound in the condition I found 
him. 

I asked Maj. Bilbo what he intended to do with him. His reply was 
"I intended to tie him, take him back over the river, give him a hundred 
lashes and send him home. Whereupon Dupree remarked “if you had it would 
have been the last one you would have ever troubled." And no doubt it 
would have been, for he was of fearless, courageous stock and would have 
resented such an insult at the peril of his life, or the life of the 
assailant. 

- The Sequel To This Tradegdy — 

Maj. Bilbo now wished for sme one to go after the magistrate, Allen 
McLendon, Esq. and also wished Judge John Fairley. I volunteered my ser~ 
vices. Ned was not yet dead. In the evening I returned with the Squire 
and the Judge. The negro was now dead. Hence arrangements for a jury of 
inquest was now in order. The constable Mr. Tucker had come, unto whom 


the Major had delivered up the prisoner, and who had loosed the cords from 
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his hands, but had his arms tignviy tied around his body. Squire 
McLendon asked for the charges against Dupree, and what he intended to 
do in the case. Bilbo replied the charge was murder, and he wished him 
prosecuted for killing the negro. And after hearing the testimony on 
both sides, and all the particulars, the Squire remarked I find no 
charge against this man and consequently shall release him, which he did. 
The next day an inquest was held and verdict rendered according to the 
facts. At the close of this inquest, a strong effort was made by friends 
and citizens to bring about a reconciliation between these parties, so as 
to drop any further legal proceedings on the part of Dupree aginst Bilbo, 
for the investigation had brought out clearly that Bilbo instead of 
Dupree was the agressor; and that he had become liable to Dupree for 
damages besides subjected himself to a prosecution of assault and battery 
with an intent to kill. These influences were effectual on Dupree, who 
waived suit for damages; and promised he would not prosecute provided he 
was not forced to do so by the Solicitor and Grand Jury, which he was and 
the case was tried and verdict rendered as before stated. There were 
four lawyers engaged in the case — Col. Morris (commonly called Coon Morris ) 
Col. Sterling for the State, and Col. Alsberry and Col. Damevon (Dameron) 
for the Defendant, all of whom acquitted themselves with credit for and 
against the allegations involved. Col. Alsberry's speech, as well as I 
now recollect, had a telling effect on the minds of the jury. Hence the 
light fine imposed. 
- Reminiscences of 1831 - 

During this year, a general revival of religion prevailed on the 
Leaf River Circuit under the ministry of Bro. James Applewhite who had 
been appointed by the Annual Conference preacher in charge. Having in~ 
cidentally alluded on page 74 to a portion of this years work by the Godly 
man in connection with his corps of young men whom he had under training 
for the itinerant work vis: Carney, Gavin, Moody. I shall only state 
here, more in detail, the character of the work, the energy with which it 
was prosecuted and devotion to duty of those who had it in charge. 

Brother Applewhite was what may be properly termed a revivalist. 
While his talent for doctrinal preaching might not be considered of the 
first order, yet his application of truth, his pathetic appeals to the 
heart and conscience of his hearers, and his abundant labours could but, 


and.almost invariably did, arouse the unthinking and lukewarm to a correct 
and proper conception of religious truth and their relations to God and 


eternity; that would lead to action, to faith, repentance and obedience; 
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so that after laying the foundation of a correct solid religious experience, 
and practice, the promises and threatenings of the Gospel were presented 
and enforced, and as a result as already stated elsewhere, a gracious 
revival of religion grew up and many that sat in the region and shadow 

of death, embraced the light and were converted to God. 

He rode a large fleet, roan horse, a fine traveler, and when he be~ 
came delayed in getting on in time to his appointment he put old Roan 
through. And this was no uncommon thing for him to get behind time, in 
pursuing his regular habit, to aall and pray at nearly every house he 
passed, Saint and sinner. Hence his congregations would often follow him 
in crowds to his appointments. His motto was never disappoint a congreg- 
ation;whatever obstructions would at times intervene, his plan was to 
overcome them. One incident will be sufficient as an illustration. 
During the summer of that year, while he had his young men with him,he 
held a meeting of several days on Red Creek at the house of Bro. Thomas 
Evans during which and several days after, it rained incessantly so that 
the streams which he had to cross after leaving there were very full; 
bottoms and swamps completely submerged, and after preaching at my father's 
neighborhood and at the Red Creek church on the River Road, he found great 
difficulty in getting over Red Creek, but finally with his young men they 
succeeded; came on to Black Creek, which was then near a mile wide, and 
the ferry boat on the opposite side. Here he found two or three other 
men (citizens) water bound also. Now what to do, was the next thought. 
All said no chance to get over. Well, says Applewhite, I have an appoint— 
ment to night at Bro. Bilbots and must get to it; now one of you will go 
with me, we will swim over and get the boat. Not one of them, preachers 
or citizens, would wenture. Well, said he, when duty calls I must go and 
God, I believe, will protect me. And in he went, swimming a while, and 
taking hold of the bushes awhile to rest a little, and when he came to 
the main current, he swam across to the other side, and then continued 
as before, until he finally reached the boat, brought it back, and they 
all landed safely on the opposite side; got to his appointment that night 
and God blessed him and his congregation. 

I was then teaching school near Judge Fairleys on the road leading 
to his next appointment, and well do I remember, this religious Squad of 
preachers padding next morning under whip and spur for their next appoint— 
ment, who by their desire and my solicitation, left an appointment at ny 
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school house to be filled on their next round. The time rolled on, the 
preachers were on hand, the school house crowded with Presbyterians, 
Methodists and sinners. Bro. Carney preached a good sermon; Bro. Apple- 
white exhorted and as his usual custom was, invited penitents forward 
for prayers, had an interesting meeting for that place; for that place, 
mixed up as it was the congregation of different orders. Some of the old 
Scotch Presbyterians I don't think fully accorded with the preacher 
calling for penitents, otherwise spake favorably of the meeting and 
preaching. 

There were two camp meetings that year on that circuit. One at 
Dantzlers camp ground on Leaf River and one in my Father's neighborhood, 

a new camp ground, at both of which good was accomplished. At the first 
named, Bro. John Bilbo of the Mississippi conference from west of the 
Mississippi had just returned with his wife on a visit to his Father 

and Mother; who preached with considerable power and acceptability, 
having made improvements in many respects. He also attended the one in 
Father's neighborhood. Brother Anthony S. Dickinson from the Chickasawha 
Circuit was also at the Dantzler camp meeting. This was the first year 
of his itinerant life. He still survives as one among the few of the 
original members of the Alabama Conference. 

One other incident connected with this year, makes it to me a memorable 
one. I had been a church member from the 26th of September 1826, but from 
timidity and as I thought incompetency and correctly too, had done nothing 
for God, in the way of work, further than attention to public worship, a 
moral, upright life, and feeling all the time I ought to do more, and be 
more efficient in the cause of Christ. But invariably these impressions 
would be banished by the recollection of incompetency, want of education 
and so on, backed by an exceeding timidity and fear of the scoffs of others, 
together with the apprehension of failure and the probability that God did 
not require it. In this condition, I did not enjoy what I conceived to be 
my duty and privilege "a growth of grace". And was often led to doubt 
whether I ever was converted; and consequently was in what we call a 
backslidden condition. Not conscious of being guilty of any crime for 
which I ought to be cut off from the church; but by neglect of duty and 
for the want of an aggressive spirit, became cold, dead and indifferent 
so that I had no real spiritual enjoyment. I became alarmed at my situ- 
ation and felt that it would not do to remain as I was. And at several 
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Editor's Notes: 


Page 65 — John R. Longino's marriage to Ann Ramsey. Four Centuries on 
the Pascagoula by Cain refers to him as John Thomas Longino, Jr. son 
of John Thomas Longino, Sr. and Mary Ransom. Since this manuscript is 
a WPA typescript, it is possible that the middle initial should be T 
instead of R. 

School in Copiah County - Isaac Ryan, Soloman Dearman and John McCraney 


had previously lived in Jackson County. Here is evidence of the migration 


of residents of Jackson County to the Hinds County area. 

John B. Short is not shown on the Jackson County, MS census for 1820. 
Apparently he came into Jackson County after 1820, moved to Lawrence 
County, and was back in Jackson County, MS by 1830 where he is 
enumerated on the 1830 Census. 


Page 66 
Mr. Kirby is unidentified. There are no Kirbys listed in either the 


1820 or 1830 census of Mississippie 
Mr. Brooks is unidentified. 


See History of Methodism in Alabama and History of Methodism in Mississippi 


for biographical sketches of clergymen. 


Page 67 
Bro. Holder is Willis Holder 


Lewis Parker is listed in 1820 Census of Jackson County, MS 


See previous notes on John McRae. 


Page 68 
Brother Andrew's marriage to Nancy Holder. She was the daughter of Willis 


Holder. Andrew Ramsey's second marriage to Caroline Evans who was the” 
daughter of Thomas Evans. 

According to Mississippi Harvest by Nollie Hickman "A. W. Ramsey,who 
represented Harrison, Perry and Greene and Jackson Counties in the state 
Senate in 1850, was adjudged by his colleagues to be the best dressed man 
in that body. Every stitch of his clothes except a silk shirt was made 
by his wife on a hand loom", 


Andrew Ramsey is buried in Leaf Cemetery in Greene County, near the site 
of the school that he wanted his children to attend. His marker reads 
"Hon. Andrew W. Ramsey, 1-14-1806/4-2-1861, and bears a Masonic emblem. 


Page 69 
Wyatt Dupree was the son of Sterling Dupree and his wife Abigail Parker. 


Sterling Dupree was active in the West Florida Rebellion and was a 

colorful character. Legend has it that Sterling Dupree was a friend of 
the notorious pirate Lafitte and that Dupree was a whickey runner. More 
about the Dupree family before they came to Mississippi Territory can be 


found in The Chronicles of Pitt County, North Carolina. 


Thomas Bilbo and his brother, William R. Bilbo, can both be found on the 
1820 census of Jackson County, MS 


Editor's Notes: 


Page 70 
Joseph & William sons of Thomas Bilbo. 


Page 71 ; ar 
Allen McLendon, Esq. - I did not find Allen McLendon listed on the 


Jackson County, MS census but did find an Alex McLendon. It is 
possible that the census transcription is in error. 


Judge John Fairley lived near present day Benndale in George County ,MS. 


Constable Tucker ~ Thomas J. Tucker of Jackson County 1830 Census. 


Mr. Devise — unidentified 
Page 72 
Squire McLendon, Bilbo & Dupree — see previous notes, 


Col. Morris — probably J. J. He Morris of Perry County. 
Col. Sterling — wnidentified 


Col. Alsberry ~ probably Hanson Alsberry of Perry County. 
Col. Damevon is probably Dameron. Unidentified. 


Page 73 
Bro. Thomas Evans — father in law of Andrew Ramsey 


Bilbo - Thomas Bilbo 
Judge Fairleys — near Benndale in present day George County, MS. 


Page 74 
Dantzler's camp ground on Leaf River ~ In Greene County, MS. John L. 


Dantzler. 
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of Bro. Applewhite's meetings I went forward as a penitent and backslider, 
but found no alteration in my religious experience and feelings, until 

I gave myself up to God; willing to consecrate myself to him and his 
work, and if it was His design to assign me any particular work in his 
vineyard I would by His grace and assisting, try to perform it. I then 
found peace, felt that "God had restored to me the joy of his salvation” 
and had not taken His Holy Spirit from me. 

So at the camp meeting at Fathers, I made these pledges, privately, 
at first between me and my God. Had never said a word on the subject to 
any one, nor they to me; until Monday morning, when the meeting closed, 
and I was about to leave to resume my labours in my school. In bidding 
Father and Mother good bye, Mother asked me what I intended to do after 
my school was out» Would I get another school and continue to teach & c? 
I was filled with emotion, but made out to communicate my feelings to 
her. I remarked, I think not, Mother. I feel it is my duty to try to 
preach and by the help of God I feel like trying to do so. She at once 
burst into a shout, exclaiming her prayer was answered and right there 
and then she and father gave me up in the spirit of sacrifice to God, 
promising me their prayers would follow me wherever God saw proper to cast 
my lot. And I know as long as they lived, their prayers were offered up 
to God for me. My school did not close until about the first of February 
following. During Christmas holidays I went home. At night Father said 
to me "my son hold family prayers to night". And O what a cross, but I 
took it up, did the best I could and I think that first public prayer was 
probably as an humble one as I ever offered up since. Christmas that 
year came on Sunday and old brother Shoemaker had an appointment on that 
day at Bro. Evans which I attended and nothing would do, but for me to 
hold service at night. A great cross as I never had appeared before a 
congregation in that capacity, but as I had decided and promised God, to 
work for him, probably as well commence here as anywhere, among my o1d 
friends and pupils; so I agreed; went into the woods with my Bible; read 
and prayed earnestly for divine aid; went back to the house, and lo and 
behold! there was the devil right before me or one of his servants, as I 
thought, sent there to scare me out of what little I might be able to Baye 
Mr. John McDonald, a member of the Legislature, on his return from Jackson 
had stopped to spend the night. The Devil got after me, and told meL was 


*I concluded the service by 
singing and prayer which was 17 
the first prayer I had ever 
offered in a public congregation. 


for consenting to try and hold forth. But I mustered up fortitude and 
concluded this man was nothing but a poor sinner; and if it was my duty to 
warn such at all, I had as well commence with this big one, as any other. 
I read, after singing and prayer, the fourth chapter of Hebrews and from 
it made such comments and remarks as presented themselves to my young and 
undisciplined mind. This was the first time I had ever stood before a 
congregation and the beginning of my ministerial life. And now as I look 
back to that night over the forty nine years that will soon elapse, I thank 
God that I there started, and that God's grace has sustained me thus far. 
- — During this year brother Andrew and wife embraced religion and united 
with the Church. He was afterwards appointed one of the stewards of the 
circuit and was an efficient one. — 1832 — 

The conference which convened in the latter part of 1831, appointed 
to the Leaf River Circuit, for this year, Samuel Graves and Enoch N. 
Talley who were on hand in due time and served the church faithfully that 
year sowing fresh seed of divine truth and gathering fruit from that which 
had been sown by their worthy predecessor. My school at Judge Fairley's 
had not closed at the time of the first round of appointments on the 
circuit. One of which was at Bro. Bilbos at night;about four or five 
miles below I met the senior preacher, Bro. Graves, at that appointment; 
who had passed and seen father and mother from whom he had learned my 
intention and purposes. He at once laid hands on me and insisted on my 
getting ready by his next round, as my school would close by that time, and 
go with him on the circuit, promising to give me every assistance in his 
power, to which I reluctantly consented. This reluctant assent was super— 
induced, first from a fear that probably I was about to engage in a work 
to which God had not designed or called upon me to perform. And which 
fear I retained for years after. Another was the fact of a want of that 
intellectual culture and an acquisition of thorough religious thought and 
a knowledge of Theology that I then believed,and do now, so very important 
and indispensible to a successful ministry. Besides all these reasons, 
there was another which I feared would prove to be an insuperable barrier 
to a continuance were I to make a start, my general health was such and 
had been through life that the labour, exposure and exercise of the lungs 
incident upon such an undertaking would very soon as I feared force me 
to desist and abandon the work, Having had that most distressing disease 
Asthma through life, I felt that the undertaking would be a hazardous one. 
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And probably I should,to use a common phrase, break down and make a failure, 
Being honest and sincere in my convictions of duty, first to know 
what duty was and then ability to discharge that duty, formed the difficul+- 
ies in my mind to a hearty, responsive and willing assent to the proposi- 
tion of the good brother who met me at every point in a mild christian 
spirit and arguments, endeavoring to banish from my mind all such fears by 
referring me “to many appropriate passages of scripture such as "My grace 
is sufficient". "I can through Christ strengthening me, do all things." 
(Paul) and as I had already commenced, he quoted "He that putteth his hand 
to the plow and looketh back is not worthy of the Kingdom" &.; and closed 
his arguments by remarking, "Make the trial and if you find from an honest 
effort your health will not sustain and justify your ‘continuance in 
constant active work, you can but stop and occupy such a sphere or position 
in the church as will be adapted to your strength." Thus I was led to 
promise him I would try to be ready to go with him on his next round. And 
accordingly made the necessary arrangements and met him at the first quarter— 
ly meeting at Dantzlers, where the presiding elder Rev. Ebenezer Hearn 
attended, and where I received from Bro. Graves written by the Presiding 
Elder, my first official authority to exercise my gifts and graces in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church as an Exhorter. This was early in 1832. From 
this point, we started. Bro. Graves first appointment was at Augusta 
where we were hospitably entertained at the house of Bro. and Sister 
Dameron. Bro. Graves preached in the Court House, to a very small and T 
think careless congregation. His pulpit was the Judges stand; a very 
high one; perched up on the wall some distance. He took me up with him 
to conclude the service; the first time I had ever occupied such a 
high position, on such occasions, and which to me was not only an 
awkward but quite an embarrasing one, s0 much so, I trembled, turned pale, 
could scarcely read a very familiar hymn which I had selected; the intona~ 
tions of my voice altogether changed, so that I know some in the congrega- 
tion said to themselves at least "that young fellow is scared", And 
indeed, he knew this himself. The attempt at prayer was no better. In 
fact I did not know what I said and how it was said. I then intended to 
retrace my steps and go home and so informed Bro. Graves. He asked me 
why, I told him if the good Lord designed me for such work, He certainly 
would arm me with fortitude enough to stand before such a congregation, 
as we had today, made up of a few nice white folks and some free negroes 
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without being nearly scared to death. Hence I believed I was in the wrong 
place. "O,"said he, “that will never do, that court house, that congrega~ 
tion, that lofty pulpit and a prayerless mixed up little crowd of whites 
and mulattoes is enough to embarras any one¥ “I confess,"said he,"it was 
a task for me to try and preach to theme Wait, let's go on and get out 
into the country where there is more religion than here and you will get 
along better; my next appointment is up here about eight or ten miles 
tonight on Boguehoma, at old brother and sister Blackledges Church; and 
you must preach there tonight; it will be dark, for I know they will not 
have the church well lighted; and if you do feel a little scared the 
people will not be able to see it as they did, as you think, today in the 
court house." So at dinner that day he told Sister Dameron of my 
difficulties and what I had proposed whereupon the good sister encouraged 
me, and remonstrated with me to give up all such notions; that such were 
the embarrasments of all young preachers who were sincere, and relying 
upon God for help said "I would rather see you thus embarrased and tremb- 
ling than to see you, like some I have seen, get up in a pompus, self— 
important air, as though they were the only ones who knew anything in the 
world", "Such", she said, "got their growth too soon, never advanced much 
beyond their first size." Go on she said, read,study, pray much and you will 
under God's blessing succeed. This good sisters exhortation started me 
out afresh, determined by God's grace to profit by. it; and I trust I did. 

Note:- This timidity has followed me through all my ministerial life, 
have never gotten fully over it. And often, no doubt, has been detriment~ 
al to my usefulness. In the first years of my ministry, old and experienced 
preachers in the congregation, have often embarrased me to such an extent 
that my efforts to me, at least, were failures. 

At other times, it probably was a benefit to cause me to look with 
stronger confidence to Him who alone could impart strength and help. 
Whether this was the result of man fearing or pleasing spirit, prompted 
by pride or vain glory or the great burden and conscious responsibility 
of the position coupled with a sense of inadequacy to discharge these 
weighty responsibilities, I cannot fully determine. But in the main I 
am disposed to think, where it exists in a sincere honest heart,desiring 
conscientiously to do the will of God, it arises from the latter and not 
the former cause. And this I trust was and has been the principal cause 


in my case. 
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